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BEING  AT  HOME  WITH  ONE  ANOTHER 

Being  at  home  with  one  another  and  the  “inex- 
pressible comfort”  of  that  experience  as  Friends  is 
a unifying  theme  reflected  in  this  issue  which  con- 
cludes our  reporting  on  North  Pacific  and  Pacific 
Yearly  Meetings  and  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting. 
This  being  at  home  includes  all  the  balancing  ten- 
sions of  any  family  which  enable  personal/spiritual/ 
social  development.  In  Letter  from  Gaza  we  empa- 
thize with  those  who  have  been  homeless  for  thirty 
years  and  with  one  who  has  adopted  a “home” 
among  them.  In  reports  from  South  African,  Asian, 
Pacific  and  Korean  Friends  and  from  Mexico  City 
Meeting  we  are  made  aware  of  Friends’  struggles  in 
their  homelands  to  live  our  testimonies  in  the  midst 
of  political,  economic,  and  environmental  disloca- 
tions. Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  reports  a 
new  pilot  project  to  rebuild  homes  destroyed  in 
recent  cyclones  in  India.  And  in  the  three  yearly 
meeting  reports  and  minutes  we  are  led  into  exami- 
nation of  our  corporate  lives:  confrontation/concil- 
iation/the tasks  of  peacemaking  and  their  necessary 
rootedness  in  worship  and  dialogue. 

Shirley  Ruth 


CORRECTION 

Volume  number  of  the  September  issue  should 
have  been  47,  Number  1,  and  pagination  should 
have  been  1-20. 
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Letter  from  Gaza 

Gara  Hum,  AFSC  Director 

Gaza  Pre-School  Centers 

The  summer  has  been  unusually  hot  and  humid 
but  this  evening  a gentle  breeze  reaches  my  second 
floor  apartment  in  Gaza-town,  a busy  city  of  near- 
ly 200,000  persons.  Over  the  buildings  and  trees  I 
see  the  sun,  a flaming  ball,  sink  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean. I notice  that  it  is  setting  farther  and  far- 
ther south-west  these  days,  and  I am  reminded  that 
fall  and  winter  are  coming. 

This  is  the  16th  day  of  the  month  of  Ramadan, 
sacred  to  the  Muslims.  There  is  an  unusual  hush 
over  the  noisy  city.  The  streets  are  nearly  empty 
as  everyone  has  hastened  home  to  gather  with  his 
family  to  break  the  fast  which  starts  before  dawn 
each  day  of  the  month  of  Ramadan. 

From  the  roof  where  I sit  I can  see  the  lights  go 
on  in  the  nearby  minaret  and  with  this  signal  the 
day  of  fasting  is  over.  Below  me,  well  in  view,  I 
see  a neighbor  family  gather  ’round  the  meal  which 
is  laid  out  on  the  stone  floor  of  the  veranda.  This 
is  such  a peaceful  time.  One  senses  quiet  joy  as  the 
members  of  the  extended  family  partake  of  the 
food  from  the  common  dish.  I,  too,  feel  some 
homing  instinct  within  me  and  think  lovingly  of 
my  own  family  and  my  extended  family  of  friends 
and  Friends  who  are  far  away  in  distance,  but  very 
close  in  spirit. 

This  is  my  fourth  fall  in  the  Gaza  Strip  and  by 
now  the  sounds  of  the  sea,  the  call  to  prayer  from 
the  mosques,  the  gay,  loud,  syncopated  music  of 
the  wedding  celebration,  the  somber  death  dirge  as 
the  Koran  is  recited  from  the  home  of  the  deceased, 
the  smells  of  citrus  blossoms,  the  almond  blossoms 
in  mid-winter,  spicy  cooking,  and  the  sights  of  the 
rich  red  dates  hanging  from  the  tall  palms,  the  sand 
dunes,  Bedouin  tents,  camels,  donkey  carts,  grape- 
vines, verdant  fields  of  vegetables  of  every  kind, 
colorful  dresses  — all  are  now  familiar  and  part  of 
“home”  to  me.  So  is  the  sewage  running  down  the 
tiny  streets  and  paths  of  the  refugee  camps,  the 
crowded  huts,  the  children  with  sore  eyes  and  run- 
ning noses,  oppressed  people,  women  with  heavy 
burdens  on  their  heads  and  in  their  hearts,  unpre- 
dictable and  hazardous  traffic,  military  presence  of 
soldiers  and  armed  vehicles,  and  the  cruelty  of  man 
1 to  man  and  man  to  beast.  But  then,  at  times  one 
sees  unusual  dignity  and  gentleness,  the  affection 
of  the  very  old  for  the  very  young,  the  eternal  hope 
1 of  a people  longing  for  a homeland.  All  this,  and 
much  more1,  is  Gaza. 


The  shortening  days  remind  me  that  there  is  still 
much  work  to  be  done  before  school  opens  on  the 
fifth  of  September,  just  after  the  feast  of  Ramadan. 

Twelve  young  English  men  and  women,  univer- 
sity students  or  recent  graduates,  joined  a similar 
number  of  Gaza  Palestinians  in  a five  and  a-half  , 
week  work  camp  this  summer.  We  all  lived  together 
at  the  Y hostel  in  Gaza-town  and  each  morning  we 
went  out  to  the  camps  with  paint,  brushes,  ham- 
mers and  nails  to  repair  and  paint  furniture  and 
redecorate  the  37  classrooms  of  the  Gaza  Kinder- 
garten Project.  It  was  strenuous  and  exhausting 
work  in  the  heat  and  humidity,  but  we  did  it! 
Bright,  clean  classrooms,  entryways  and  offices  are 
ready.  We  still  want  to  paint  the  well-worn  play- 
ground equipment.  Broken  roof  tiles  need  replace- 
ments before  the  rains  come,  watertanks  need  to  be 
checked  and  cleaned,  faucets  fixed,  supplies  distri- 
buted, materials  mimeographed,  teachers’  meetings 
held  and  registration  finished  — and  now  I start  to 
feel  panic-stricken  — but  three  years  here  have 
taught  me  that  to  panic  is  futile.  Things  will  hap- 
pen “inshallah”  (as  God  wills). 

I find  the  Gaza  project  exciting.  Rebecca  Miles, 
Associate  Director,  and  myself  support  and  assist 
the  local  staff  of  57  Palestinians  in  their  efforts  to 
run  the  kindergartens  which  reach  12-1300  five- 
year-olds.  (This  number  represents  only  15%  of 
the  total  five-year-old  population  of  the  camp.) 


Clara  Hum,  Teachers,  and  Children 
- Gaza  AFSC  Program 
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Children  attend  the  centers  six  days  each  week. 
Friday  is  the  Holy  day  of  the  Muslim  world  and 
this,  too,  is  our  day  of  rest.  The  curriculum 
includes:  (1)  pre-school  math  and  space  relation 
concept  and  skills,  (2)  pre-school  reading  and  lan- 
guage development  concepts  and  skills,  (3)  arts 
and  crafts,  (4)  music,  (5)  science  and  environment. 
Free  play  and  directed  play  activities  are  a part  of 
the  daily  program.  We  seek  to  incorporate  the  idea 
of  “learning  through  play”  with  the  well-established 
traditional  and  formal  classroom  practices  of  this 
part  of  the  world.  It  is  difficult  and  challenging. 

In  addition  to  the  curriculum,  the  children  receive 
a mid-day  meal  at  the  UNRWA  Feeding  Centers 
and  are  provided  vitamin  capsules  to  assure  ade- 
quate nutrition. 

The  heart  of  the  kindergartens  is  the  teaching 
staff.  All  are  local  women  from  the  camps.  Most 
have  had  two  years  training  in  early  childhood  edu- 
cation after  they  finished  the  secondary  schools. 

My  first  teachers’  training  meeting  in  the  fall  of 
1975  gave  me  much  insight  into  the  lives  of  these 
women.  An  exercise  1 had  previously  found  help- 
ful in  facilitating  understanding  between  teacher 
and  child  was  to  ask  a group  of  teachers  to  try  to 
remember  how  it  was  to  be  five  years  of  age.  I 
asked  each  teacher  to  try  to  recall  what  she  enjoyed 
most  at  that  age  and  how  she  felt  about  her  friends, 
her  family  and  the  world  around  her.  I wanted 
them  to  have  time  to  think  of  their  answers,  so  sug- 
gested that  we  come  again  the  next  day  to  discuss 
them.  When  we  met  and  I heard  the  discussion,  I 
was  greatly  moved.  One  remembered  a palm  tree 
on  the  beach  near  the  camp,  another  remembered 
the  smell  of  the  almond  blossoms.  Most  were  silent. 
Then  Farhana,  a lovely  Beduoin  woman,  said  that 
she  remembered  the  first  cup  of  milk  she  ever  had  — 
at  the  UNRWA  Feeding  Center  — and  it  was  sour! 

I was  awakened  to  the  realities  of  the  lives  of  these 
young  women.  Thirty  years  ago  AFSC  volunteers 
were  assisting  the  parents  of  these  teachers  in  set- 
ting up  crude  camps  of  tents  for  houses,  handing 
out  provisions  to  meet  their  needs;  and  now  these 
young  women  who  had  been  children  at  the  time  or 
born  a few  years  after  the  flight  to  Gaza,  were  seek- 
ing to  remember  what  it  was  like  to  be  five  years  old. 
The  first  years  of  their  lives  were  filled  with  anxiety 
and  suffering.  Those  were  not  the  happy  years  of 
childhood  that  you  and  I remember.  My  love  and 
respect  for  this  wonderful  group  of  women  contin- 
ues to  grow  daily.  Nearly  half  of  the  group  are 


married,  several  with  three  or  four  children.  Some 
are  the  sole  support,  Financially,  of  families  of  ten 
or  twelve  persons. 

In  addition  to  the  kindergarten  program  we  oper- 
ate an  educational  outreach  for  mothers  and  their 
four-year-olds.  This  program,  Mothers  Understand- 
ing Methods  of  Schooling  (MUMS)  is  for  the  mother, 
to  instruct  her  in  methods  of  teaching  her  four-year- 
old  in  the  home.  Under  the  oversight  of  a trained 
aide  each  mother  receives  daily  lesson  sheets,  books 
and  educational  materials  such  as  crayons  and  scis- 
sors, and  agrees  to  spend  20  minutes  a day  on  les- 
sons with  her  child  for  a period  of  25  weeks.  The 
lessons  are  given  by  the  mother  to  the  child  in  the 
home.  Not  only  does  this  program  help  the  child 
with  pre-school  skills  and  language  development, 
but  the  mother  gains  status  in  the  eyes  of  her  hus- 
band and  the  family  as  she  assumes  the  more  formal 
role  of  teacher.  During  the  present  25  weeks,  we 
have  80  mothers  enrolled. 

There  is  an  appalling  lack  of  facilities  for  the  men- 
tally handicapped  here.  In  fact,  there  is  only  one 
such  facility  in  a population  of  more  than  430,000 
persons.  This  facility  is  the  Gaza  Sun  Day  Care  Cen- 
ter, started  by  Gaza  residents  two  years  ago.  It  can 
accommodate  only  45  children.  This  year  we  will 
join  the  Sun  Day  Care  Center  in  a pilot  project  at 
two  of  our  kindergarten  centers.  A total  of  12-14 
mentally  handicapped  children  will  be  incorporated 
into  our  student  population.  The  Sun  Day  Care 
Center  will  provide  two  trained  teachers  who  will 
work  with  our  teachers  in  the  classroom.  We  feel 
optimistic  about  this  new  step  and  after  a year, 
with  evaluation  as  to  the  effectiveness  and  desirabil- 
ity of  such  a set-up,  we  hope  to  expand  these  ser- 
vices to  other  centers. 

Our  office  is  in  the  UNRWA  compound  in  Gaza- 
town  but  our  supplies,  donations  from  Friends  in 
America,  through  AFSC,  come  to  the  central  ware- 
house in  Rafah,  about  38  km.  south  of  the  town. 
Tomorrow  I’ll  put  down  the  back  seat  of  the  4L 
Renault  and  make  room  for  the  transport  of  some 
supplies  to  our  office.  This  is  always  an  exciting 
day.  What  surprises  we  find!  It  is  when  I Find  the 
“not-so-steady”  signature  of  some  child  attached 
to  a toy  or  a box  or  the  “once-so-steady”  signature 
of  the  aged  that  my  heart  leaps  up  because  surely 
without  the  loving  support  — the  personal  loving 
support  — of  Friends,  the  Gaza  project  would  be 
less  significant.  Yes,  we  value  the  donations  of 
school-supply  companies.  These  make  the  Financial 
burdens  lighter,  but  the  person-to-person  sharing  of 
Friends  makes  all  the  other  burdens  lighter. 
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We  are  looking  forward  to  the  arrival  later  this 
year  of  the  dolls,  aprons  and  wooden  blocks  which 
were  made  at  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meeting  this 
June.  These  gifts  will  be  daily  reminders  that 
Friends  are  with  the  people  of  the  Gaza  Strip  giv- 
ing support  and  encouragement.  Can  you  hear  the 
voices  of  us  all  — children,  teachers,  parents  and 
office  staff  saying  THANK  YOU? 

Report  of  the  Asia-West  Pacific 
Meeting  of  Friends 

From  the  PYM  Report  of  Friends  World  Committee 
for  Consultation 

Madge  Seaver  described  the  Asia-West  Pacific 
Meeting  of  Friends  held  in  January,  1978  in  Hong 
Kong,  Edwin  Bronner,  Chairman  of  FWCC,  pre- 
siding. A very  happy  fellowship  resulted,  with  con- 
ferees intending  to  meet  again  in  two  years.  Mean- 
while, they  will  pray  for  each  other  as  many  are  in 
danger  or  suffering;  sacrifice  some  of  their  money 
for  inter-visitation;  encourage  Friends’  groups  to 
study  our  faith  and  spiritual  heritage.  They  con- 
cluded with  the  query:  “Can  we  live  up  to  the  test- 
imony of  simplicity  . . . simplicity  in  the  Oriental 
sense?” 


Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee 
Report  from  PYM 

Friends  heard  the  report  from  the  Friend  in  the 
Orient  committee.  There  will  be  no  “Friend  in  the 
Orient”  next  year  and  Friends  are  asked  to  ask  them- 
selves “Can  I serve  in  this  capacity?”  Earle  and 
Akie  Reynolds  will  carry  a letter  of  introduction 
and  a message  of  continuing  concern  to  Korean 
Friends.  Margaret  Simkin’s  book , Letters  from 
Szechuan  is  now  available;  gratitude  was  expressed 
to  Meetings  who  helped  this  to  come  about. 

Leonard  and  Martha  Dart  reported  on  their  min- 
istry in  India.  They  described  the  present  political 
situation  in  India  and  the  history  of  Quaker  Cen- 
ters there.  The  Quaker  Center  in  New  Delhi  is  now 
closed,  but  a small  Meeting  for  Worship  continues. 

They  spoke  of  the  work  of  Laurie  and  Kuni  Baker, 
who  have  worked  against  leprosy  and  to  provide  low- 
cost  housing.  There  was  a special  report  on  the 
Quaker  “cyclone  team,”  which  works  in  the  wake 
of  two  disastrous  cyclones  in  the  Krishna  Delta,  to 
demonstrate  to  local  people  and  the  government 
the  potential  of  such  housing,  and  to  train  the 
local  populations  in  constucting  similar  units.  The 


pilot  project  will  also  provide  a center  for  literacy 
training,  a medical  clinic,  and  a prawn  faim  for 
local  fishermen. 

The  Darts  told  of  Meetings  for  Worship  at  Lady 
Doaks  College,  where  they  were  struck  by  the  many 
aspects  of  the  search  for  God.  They  met  in  England 
with  Marjorie  Sykes,  who  is  preparing  a book  on 
Friends’  links  with  India.  They  spoke  of  their  meet- 
ing with  Yvon  Gu  Lee  who  provided  a Korean  din- 
ner in  honor  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  and  our  con- 
cern for  Korea,  and  of  a sharing  session  where 
Friends  sang  in  Swahili,  Dutch,  Korean,  Hindi  and 
English.  Among  the  voices  there  was  that  of 
Hyoung  Kyu  Park,  a leader  of  the  Korean  March 
First  Movement,  who  sang  “Once  to  every  man 
and  nation,  there  comes  a moment  to  decide,”  as 
he  had  each  day  in  prison. 

Sang  Dal  Cha  reported  that  Ham  Sok  Han  and  his 
colleagues  have  formed  a group  to  assist  non-organ- 
ized  labor  in  Korea.  The  Korean  Movement  contin- 
ues to  be  a movement  of  religious  witness. 

The  wife  of  Ham  Sok  Hon,  Duk  Soon  Whang, 
died  May  8,  1978,  after  an  invalidism  of  many 
years.  Letters  of  support  and  encouragement  may 
be  sent  to  Ham  Sok  Hon  at  70,  4-Ka,  Won  Hyo-Ro, 
Yong  San-Ku,  Seoul,  Korea. 

Leonard  and  Martha  Dart  are  available  to  share 
with  Friends  their  experiences  in  India,  a slide  show 
and  presentation:  “Glimpses  of  the  Search  for 
God.”  They  may  be  reached  at  421  W.  8th  St., 
Claremont,  CA  91711,714-626-5782. 

CYCLONE  PROJECT 

by  Leonard  and  Martha  Dart 
Claremont  Meeting 

The  Cyclone  Project  in  India  has  begun!  We  had 
word  August  23rd  that  the  project  was  to  be  under- 
way on  August  17th.  Friends  may  remember  that 
when  we  last  reported  both  in  the  Bulletin  and  at 
Yearly  Meeting,  the  land  had  not  yet  been  pur- 
chased. It  turned  out  to  be  temple  land  which  the 
owner  was  quite  happy  to  sell  providing  Friends 
were  not  planning  to  build  a church  on  it!  This,  of 
course,  is  not  a hard  requirement  for  Friends  to 
abide  by  and  the  purchase  was  made.  The  local 
people  are  enthusiastic  and  eager  to  cooperate. 

The  work  will  initially  consist  of  building  the 
usual  village  hut  but  with  reinforcements  for 
cyclones.  Then  will  come  huts  with  cyclone  shelters 
of  various  types,  and  next  a windlift  which  involves 
digging  a pond  and  using  the  earth  for  the  levelling 
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up  of  the  windlift  behind  which  or  underneath 
which  huts,  cattlesheds,  storage  places,  etc.,  can  be 
built. 

Along  with  the  demonstration  of  the  cyclone- 
proof  housing,  the  group  wants  to  demonstrate 
either  by  their  own  usage,  posters  or  models  such 
things  as  proper  latrines,  composting,  clean  well 
surroundings,  a lime  kiln  from  shells,  and  prawn 
culture.  A special  job  may  be  cleaning  up  the  vil- 
lage pond,  near  the  land,  with  the  help  of  the  village 
people. 

As  Friends  know,  we  made  no  effort  to  collect 
any  more  funds  for  this  project  at  Yearly  Meeting 
because  it  seemed  best  to  wait  until  the  land  was 
actually  purchased  and  the  project  underway. 

Funds  from  now  on  will  be  much  appreciated  espe- 
cially for  the  long-term  education,  fish  culture  and 
supplies  to  help  villagers  start  on  their  own  building 
after  seeing  the  demonstrations.  Friends  may  con- 
tinue to  send  checks  earmarked  for  the  Cyclone  Pro- 
ject in  India  and  made  out  to  Clarement  Friends 
Meeting,  and  sent  in  care  of  Leonard  and  Martha 
Dart,  421  W.  8th  Street,  Claremont,  CA  91711. 

This  money  will  be  sent  on  to  India  via  Friends 
Service  Council  in  London. 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  MEXICO  CITY 
MONTHLY  MEETING 
August  1978 

Our  small  Mexico  City  Meeting  continues  to 
function  in  spite  of  the  many  problems  which  make 
life  difficult  in  this  huge  metropolis  of  13  million 
people  that  is  beset  with  traffic  congestion,  air  and 
noise  pollution,  a housing  shortage  resulting  in 
soaring  rents,  and  a very  high  rate  of  inflation  and 
unemployment.  Even  though  most  of  our  mem- 
bers are  better  off  economically  than  the  average 
citizens  of  Mexico,  our  lives  are  being  affected  by 
these  problems. 

During  the  year  we  have  tried  to  increase  our 
awareness  of  and  commitment  to  Friends  princi- 
ples and  testimonies  by  a more  frequent  use  of  the 
Queries.  One  of  these  is  read  aloud  during  each 
Sunday  meeting  for  worship  and  also  at  the  begin- 
ning of  our  monthly  meetings  for  business.  This 
practice  has  served  as  a guide  and  a stimulus  to  us. 

We  have  also  continued  to  meet  at  least  twice  a 
month  for  discussion  and  fellowship,  usually  on 
Tuesday  evenings,  to  partake  of  a simple  supper 


followed  by  a sharing  of  ideas.  Topics  have  included 
a discussion  of  the  U.N.  Declaration  of  Universal 
Human  Rights,  a study  of  “The  New  Call  to  Peace- 
making,” E.E.  Schumacher’s  new  book,  “A  Guide 
for  the  Perplexed,”  and  experimenting  with  the 
Worship-Sharing  group  method  that  we  have  exper- 
ienced’in  Pacific  and  Inter-Mountain  Yearly  Meet- 
ing sessions.  At  one  of  these  Tuesday  evening  dis- 
cussions we  asked  ourselves,  “How  have  Friends 
testimonies  influenced  what  we  do  - and  are  our 
actions  consistent  with  these  testimonies?” 

Recently  we  have  also  started  having  a pot-luck 
luncheon  at  the  Casa  de  los  Amigos  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  each  month  following  Meeting  to  which 
guests  staying  at  the  Casa  and  Mexican  friends  of 
Friends  are  invited. 

Looking  toward  the  year  ahead,  plans  are  being 
made  for  the  next  General  Reunion  of  Friends  in 
Mexico  which  will  be  held  in  or  near  Mexico  City 
on  the  weekend  of  February  3-5,  1979.  Friends 
from  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  especially  those  who 
speak  Spanish,  are  welcome  to  attend  this  Reunion 
which  has  brought  together  Friends  from  Northern 
and  Southern  Mexico  (Pastoral  and  Non-Pastoral) 
every  18  months  during  the  past  20  years. 

Our  Meeting  has  many  visitors  from  many  parts 
of  the  world  during  the  year,  and  we  hope  Friends 
from  PYM  will  stay  at  the  Casa  de  Los  Amigos 
(Friends’  House),  Ignacio  Mariscal  132,  Mexico  1 
D.F.  and  join  in  our  activities  when  they  make  trips 
to  Mexico  City. 

Edwin  Duckies,  Clerk 

LETTER 
Dear  Editor, 

Several  letters  have  been  printed  in  the  Bulletin 
on  the  pro  and  con  of  the  correctness  of  the  Israeli 
and  Arab  Mid-East  stance. 

In  my  opinion  this  approach  to  the  problem  is 
less  than  helpful.  Why,  I wonder,  is  not  the  AFSC 
Mid-East  position  brochure  described  and  explained? 
To  me,  it  seems  a truly  remarkable  piece  of  work 
that  took  several  years  to  accomplish. 

Much  better  this  route  than  trying  to  place  blame 
on  either  side. 

Leona  D.  Harvey 
Palo  Alto  Meeting 

(Ed.  Note:  The  AFSC  publication  referred  to 
above  is  Questions  and  Answers,  AFSC  and  the 
Arab-Israeli-Palestinian  Conflict,  Feb.  ’78) 
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Excerpts  from  Minutes  on  the  Sixth  Annual 
Session,  NPYM  — Camp  Adams 

Molalla,  Oregon 
July  20-23,  1978 

General  Session  II 


Presiding  Clerk,  Paul  Davis,  welcomed  Friends  to 
the  sixth  annual  session.  Friends  responded  in  roll 
call  from  the  following  Meetings  and  Worship 
Groups:  Corvallis,  Eastside,  Eugene,  Multnomah, 
Salem,  Tacoma,  University,  Bellingham  Worship 
Group,  Deadwood  Worship  Group,  Olympia  Prepar- 
ative Meeting,  Pullman-Moscow  Preparative  Meeting, 
Rogue  Valley  Worship  Group,  Hood  River  Worship 
Group,  Roseburg  Worship  Group,  and  Chena  Ridge 
Monthly  Meeting,  Alaska. 

Rosemary  Elliott,  clerk  of  Southern  Africa  Yearly 
Meeting  was  introduced,  and  she  in  turn  introduced 
her  spouse,  Talbot  Elliott,  and  Hendrik  van  der 
Merwe,  another  South  African  Friend.  These 
Friends  are  in  the  United  States  at  the  invitation  of 
FWCC  to  learn  more  about  Friends  in  America. 

The  clerk  read  a letter  from  the  clerk  of  Central 
Alaska  Friends  Conference  commending  to  our 
care  Nancy  Hidden  and  Niilo  Koponen  of  Chena 
Ridge  Meeting,  Fairbanks,  Alaska.  Friends  are  invi- 
ted when  traveling  to  visit  Alaskan  Friends  who  are 
widely  scattered.  Juneau  Friends  are  meeting  regu- 
larly, Palmer,  irregularly.  Anchorage  Meeting  has 
been  struck  with  illness.  Chena  Ridge,  which  is  the 
oldest  meeting,  has  a good  attendance  of  young 
families  and  a good  nursery  school.  Other  Meeting 
programs  suffer  from  the  busyness  of  individual 
Friends.  Land  has  been  acquired  for  a retreat  cen- 
ter and  Alaskan  Friends  hope  to  have  a building 
there  by  1980. 


Business  Session  I 

Jackie  Van  Dyke,  clerk  of  NPYM  Steering  Com- 
mittee, reviewed  a statement  made  several  years  ago 
by  the  first  Steering  Committee  clerk  pointing  out 
that  we  should  think  of  Yearly  Meeting  in  three 
ways:  as  an  institution,  and  an  organization,  and 
an  occasion,  and  be  clear  in  our  deliberations  as  to 
which  Yearly  Meeting  we  were  then  concerned  with. 
The  Steering  Committee  has  carried  out  instructions 
to  make  plans  for  a Discipline  Committee  appoint- 
ment. Nominating  Committee  will  bring  forward 
names  for  the  discipline  committee. 

Jennifer  and  Colin  Kinghorn  from  South  Africa 
were  introduced. 

Mildred  Cowger  reported  that  Colegio  Cesar 
Chavez  has  purchased  the  former  Mt.  Angel  College 
property  with  help  from  interested  individuals 


How  to  stay  cool  at  Camp  Adams  - NPYM 


and  church  groups. 

Mike  Yarrow,  Friend  in  Residence,  was  intro- 
duced. He  was  director  of  International  Affairs 
division  of  AFSC  for  ten  years.  Since  that  time, 
he  and  Margaret  have  been  hosts  in  Friends  Centers 
in  Belfast,  Honolulu,  and  now  Denver. 

Mike  titled  his  topic,  “Quaker  Outreach  In  A 
World  Falling  Apart:” 

New  times  need  new  measures.  We  in  the  United 
States  haven’t  developed  an  ability  for  group  con- 
sumer restraint  in  a world  of  need.  What  would 
Quakers  have  been  doing  “on  the  beach”?  As  a 
Society,  we  are  not  wont  to  dwell  on  the  apocalypse. 
Our  belief  in  the  kingdom  of  God  within  must  be 
firm  enough  so  that  we  are  not  dependent  on  the 
Kingdom  without.  A religious  faith  that  evaporates 
in  the  face  of  adversity  is  inadequate. 

There  are  two  ways  of  working  for  social  change. 
The  first  is  the  way  of  controlled  personal  behav- 
ior and  persuasion  of  others.  The  second,  confront- 
ation with  evil.  Friends  are  more  at  home  in  per- 
suasion, but  can  we  avoid  taking  sides  where  we 
recognize  the  need  for  change? 

Confrontation  is  the  tool  for  changing  institu- 
tional violence.  Nonviolence  with  civil  disobed- 
ience as  a technique  is  a message  we  can  bring  to 
this  aspect  of  the  social  change  movement.  When 
we  are  part  of  the  oppressed  we  can  insist  on  non- 
violent tactics.  In  other  places  the  leadership  must 
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come  from  the  affected.  It  is  an  error  to  believe 
that  we  can  insist  on  nonviolence  when  we  are 
helpers,  not  leaders. 

We  must  use  our  imaginations  to  find  ways  to  be 
supportive,  but  we  have  to  be  careful  not  to  blunt 
the  force  of  the  confrontation. 

These  two  modes  of  operating  are  quite  different, 
almost  requiring  different  personalities.  The  con- 
ciliator works  within  a framework  where  drastic 
change  is  not  required,  while  confrontation  applies 
to  a situation  where  change  must  take  place.  A 
Quaker  confronter  must  carry  concern  for  his  op- 
ponents in  his  heart,  watching  for  opportunities  to 
apply  conciliation. 

Mike  illustrated  the  application  of  these  two 
methods  by  drawing  on  events  in  South  Asia.  In 
India  from  the  20’s  to  the  40’s,  the  more  percep- 
tive British  Quakers  saw  injustices  and  recognized 
the  need  for  confrontation.  Because  the  body  of 
Friends  failed  to  see  their  insight,  the  India  Con- 
ciliation Group  was  set  up  outside  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  helped  smooth  the  way  for  Gandhi’s 
National  Congress  Party  and  then  became  a com- 
municator between  the  two  groups. 

In  the  60’s,  the  AFSC  and  Friends  Peace  and 
International  Relations  Committee  of  London  sent 
a Commission  to  Pakistan  with  very  low  key  expect- 
ations. Their  job  was  to  assure  each  side  that  the 
political  leaders  of  the  other  side  did  not  wish  to 
renew  hostilities.  This  is  a good  example  of  concil- 
iation. 

The  AFSC  and  FSC  tried  to  relieve  tensions  and 
sufferings  at  the  time  of  the  Pakistan  Civil  War. 
While  we  were  working  through  official  channels, 
a spontaneous  movement  to  stop  shipment  of  arms 
to  Pakistan  developed.  The  movement  played  an 
important  role  in  stopping  those  shipments.  The 
story  is  told  in  a book  called  BLOCKADE  by 
Richard  Taylor.  Conciliation  in  Pakistan  was  not 
appropriate  at  that  time,  but  confrontation  with 
US  arms  shipments  was. 

Ordinary  powers  of  persuasion  are  frequently  not 
enough.  In  this  instance  it  took  dramatic  direct 
action  — people  putting  their  bodies  in  the  way  — 
to  have  a real  effect. 

The  tasks  ahead  of  us  are  not  easy.  Facing  them 
requires  a high  degree  of  spiritual  grounding  and 
politically  acute  perception  and  action.  Either 
alone  may  lead  us  astray.  May  we  keep  in  dialogue 
and  keep  working  together. 

(Editor’s  note:  A full  copy  of  the  text  of  Mike 
Yarrow’s  address  will  be  published  in  Friends 
Journal,  October  15,  1978.) 


Business  Session  II 

Dorothy  Willard  presented  the  following  minute 
from  an  interest  group  on  prisons,  proposing  an 
action  by  this  yearly  meeting  in  opposition  to  the 
death  penalty: 

“Rooted  in  the  belief  in  the  sanctity  of  life,  the 
Society  of  Friends  has  for  300  years  opposed  the 
death  penalty.  Friends  in  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  are  now  alarmed  by  the  current  imposi- 
tions of  death  sentences  in  Washington  state  and 
by  the  initiative  to  reinstate  the  death  penalty  in 
Oregon. 

We  ask  the  Steering  Committee  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  to  consider  ways  in  which  Friends  might 
most  effectively  act  upon  this  historic  concern.  We 
suggest  as  one  possibility  that  each  Meeting  appoint 
a representative  to  a consultative  group,  which 
would  include  the  AFSC,  to  design  specific  lines 
of  action  for  Friends  and  Friends  groups.” 

Friends  approved  adoption  of  this  minute. 

Business  Session  III 

Ben  Richmond,  reporting  for  the  New  Call  to 
Peacemaking  Interest  Group,  proposed  the  follow- 
ing minute: 

“North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  at  its  annual  ses- 
sion sends  special  greetings  to  Friends  of  North- 
west Yearly  Meeting.  We  have  appreciated  your 
initiative  with  the  New  Call  to  Peacemaking.  The 
sharing  we  have  had  between  us  on  this  mutual  con- 
cern has  enriched  our  lives.” 

This  minute  was  approved,  and  Herb  Hadley  has 
agreed  to  hand-carry  our  message. 


Family  Night  - NPYM  - Camp  Adams 
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Dorothy  Willard  presented  a revised  minute  on 
the  Olympic  facility  as  follows: 

To  President  Carter 
The  White  House 
Washington,  D.C. 

North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends  vigorously  opposes  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Olympic  Winter  Games  facility  in  Lake 
Placid,  N.Y.  to  a prison  for  youthful  offenders. 

Most  of  the  prisoners  would  be  from  poor  and 
minority  families  from  distant  metropolitan  areas, 
making  family  visitation  expensive,  hence  infre- 
quent. 

We  urge  you  to  use  your  influence  to  halt  these 
plans  for  increasing  the  number  of  federal  prisons 
in  our  country  and  instead  to  promote  creative  use 
of  the  Lake  Placid  Olympic  facility. 

We  are  aware  that  more  prison  bed  space  increases 
prison  population  without  a decrease  in  crime. 
Friends  are  particularly  interested  in  decriminali- 
zing many  offenses,  shortening  sentences,  and  find- 
ing effective  community  alternatives  for  dealing 
with  offenders. 

We  further  urge  you  to  encourage  use  of  federal 
funds  to  address  the  root  causes  of  crime  and 
delinquency.  Sincerely, 

Paul  Davis,  Clerk 

The  minute  was  approved,  and  copies  will  go  to 
Oregon  and  Washington  Congressional  delegations 
as  well. 

Rosemary  Elliott,  clerk  of  Southern  Africa  Yearly 
Meeting,  told  us  she  feels  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meet- 
ing is  much  like  SAYM  in  its  informality.  They 
have  a membership  of  about  150  Friends  in  six 
countries.  Because  of  distances,  yearly  meeting  is 
held  every  other  year.  Alternate  years  they  hold 
what  they  call  general  meetings.  The  largest 
monthly  meeting  has  32  members.  Many  have  less 
than  10.  Twelve  member  families  have  moved  out 
of  the  area  recently  which  seems  to  suggest  that  the 
Meeting  is  not  supportive  enough  of  individual  mem- 
bers. They  become  spiritually  undernourished,  per- 
haps because  the  emphasis  is  on  the  doing  rather 
than  the  assurance  of  strength  from  each  other. 

The  meetings  are  mostly  predominately  white 
except  for  those  two  in  Rhodesia  and  Botswana. 
Apparently  Friends  under  stress  have  been  able  to 
transmit  something  of  the  Spirit  across  racial  lines. 

In  spite  of  small  numbers,  there  is  a tiny  role  that 
Friends  are  playing  that  is  historic. 

Our  closing  worship  was  directed,  in  love,  to 
Southern  African  Friends  whose  circumstances  have 
have  been  brought  close  to  us  in  these  sessions. 


Our  registrar  estimates  that  250  are  in  attendance 
at  these  sessions. 

Closing  Session 

This  morning’s  closing  worship  included  the 
following  thoughts: 

Joy  is  within  our  reach  if  we  face  each  day  with 
expectation. 

“There  is  a spirit  which  I feel  . . James  Naylor. 
The  emphasis  needs  to  be  on  the  first  phrase.  The 
test  for  those  who  can  say  with  Naylor  these  words 
is  our  relationship  with  those  who  do  not  share  our 
feeling.  Can  we  accept  the  universality  of  the 
Spirit  and  not  just  our  own  feeling  of  it? 

Share  as  best  you  can  your  spiritual  journey  with 
others  and  receive  with  tenderness  what  others 
share  with  you.  Words  are  inadequate,  but  under- 
standing will  grow  as  we  reach  out  to  each  other. 

The  spirit  of  love  is  sometimes  gentle,  sometimes 
prodding,  questioning,  but  always  among  us,  car- 
ing, because  it  is  of  God. 

Oh,  the  inexpressible  comfort  of  feeling  at  home 
with  one  another,  needing  neither  words  nor  phrases. 

Y.F.N.A.  WESTERN  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

All  interested  Friends  are  invited  to  the  Young 
Friends  of  North  America  Western  Committee 
Meetings.  Y.F.N.A.  is  an  open  fellowship  of 
Friends,  most  of  whom  are  between  the  ages  of 
18  and  30.  We  will  meet  in  San  Rafael,  California, 
from  Friday  evening,  November  3,  until  early 
Sunday  afternoon,  November  5.  The  weekend 
will  include  open  meetings  of  Y.F.N.A.  committees, 
a meeting  for  business,  some  worship  and  a good 
deal  of  caring.  For  information  write  to  Y.F.N.A., 
c/o  Jay  Thatcher,  P.O.  Box  441 1,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94903. 

A FRIENDLY  THANK-YOU 

by  John  Ullman,  Strawberry  Creek  Preparative 
Meeting 

The  twenty-six  Yearly  Meetings  which  I have 
attended  were  a great  enrichment  of  my  Quaker 
life.  My  decision  not  to  attend  this  year  at 
Whittier  was  painful:  I missed  seeing  you  all. 

When  your  giant  greeting  card  covered  with 
uncountable  signatures  was  solemnly  presented 
to  me,  I was  deeply  moved.  My  thanks  to  all  of 
you  who  covered  the  card  to  the  last  space,  and 
to  those  who  came  too  late  to  sign  it. 

Auf  Wiedersehen. 
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Excerpts  from  Minutes 
Fourth  Annual  Gathering 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 

June  8-11,  1978  Ghost  Ranch,  New  Mexico 

The  Clerk,  Norma  Price,  welcomed  newly  estab- 
lished Monthly  Meetings,  Las  Cruces  and  Cochise. 

1978-1-2  The  Pittock  family  from  Australia 
Yearly  Meeting  and  Ernest  and  Beth 
Wilson  from  Iowa  Yearly  Meeting  were 
warmly  welcomed. 

3 A one-page  guide  to  the  administration 
of  the  Heberto  Sein  Memorial  Fund 
was  approved  for  adoption.  The  Yearly 
Meeting  thanks  Boulder  Meeting  for 
being  host  to  our  official  guest  this 
year  — Emma  Martinez  de  Moreno  — 
and  we  give  thanks  for  her  presence  and 
for  that  of  our  beloved  Susanne  Sein. 
Boulder  Meeting  has  agreed  to  act  as 
host  meeting  again  next  year.  Our 
thanks  to  them,  to  their  clerk,  Ann 
White,  and  to  Domingo  Ricart  who  is 
acting  most  effectively  as  a translator- 
host. 

4 Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Affiliation  with  AFSC 

In  response  to  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting  minute  1977-5,  various  monthly 
meetings,  worship  groups,  and  regional 
meetings  have  considered  the  question 
of  affiliation  with  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee  and  have  not  yet 
reached  agreement  as  to  the  desirabil- 
ity of  making  an  appointment  to  the 
AFSC  Corporation.  El  Paso,  Durango, 
Flagstaff,  Logan,  Pima,  and  Tempe 
Meetings  have  indicated  their  minuted 
approval  of  naming  a representative  to 
the  AFSC  Corporation.  New  Mexico 
Quarterly  Meeting  on  April  16,  1978, 
noted  that  it  is  “not  clear  at  this  time 
on  establishing  affiliation  but  wishes 
to  continue  to  improve  communica- 
tions with  the  Southwest  Regional 
Office,  particularly  on  local  projects, 
through  newly  appointed  contacts  in 
developing  programmatic  activities. 
Travel  expenses  to  Philadelphia  and 
among  meetings  of  IMYM  by  a repre- 
sentative is  a drawback  of  some  prac- 
ticality.” Phoenix  Meeting  also 


expressed  its  support  of  AFSC  efforts 
and  concerns  but  has  questions  similar 
to  those  expressed  by  New  Mexico 
Quarterly  Meeting. 

Continuing  Committee,  therefore, 
recommends  that  monthly  meetings 
and  worship  groups  continue  their 
deliberations  and  report  to  the  next 
meeting  of  Continuing  Committee  in 
1979.  It  is  requested  that  any  formal 
minute  adopted  by  a monthly  meeting 
be  sent  promptly  to  IMYM  Clerk  and 
the  Continuing  Committee  Chair. 

IMYM  approved  this  recommendation. 

5 World  Peace  Tax  Fund.  A minute  was 
approved  which  calls  on  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives’  Ways  and  Means 
Committee  to  set  hearings  on  HR  4897. 
(Senate  Bill  880)  Citizens  are  raising  ser- 
ious questions  about  taxation  and  are 
protesting  the  payment  of  a large  por- 
tion of  our  taxes  for  military  purposes. 
Friends  support  HR  4897  which  would 
recognize  the  rights  of  citizens  to  have 
their  tax  dollars  allocated  for  peaceful 
and  constructive  purposes. 

6 IMYM  approved  three  appointments 
to  FWCC:  Josephine  Coats  to  fill  the 
remaining  two  years  of  Brinton  Turkle’s 
three  year  appointment;  Arline  Hobson 
to  the  three  year  appointment  that 
runs  from  1978-81 ; and  Ted  Church 
for  a one  year  term  as  FWCC  represen- 
tative at  large. 

7 IMYM  approved  Josephine  Coates  as 
its  representative  to  the  Triennial  Con- 
ference of  FWCC  in  Switzerland, 

August,  1979.  Ted  Church  was 
approved  as  the  alternate. 

8 Organization  Committee.  The  Clerk  of 
Continuing  Committee  read  a recom- 
mendation for  the  formation  of  an 
Organization  Committee  which  would 
define  the  duties  of  the  various  IMYM 
officers,  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  Continuing  Committee  members, 
“membership”  as  it  relates  to  the  cen- 
sus of  IMYM  as  well  as  its  other  mean- 
ings as  to  ages  and  states  of  member- 
ship. IMYM  approved  the  formation 
of  an  Organization  Committee. 
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9 The  Chair  of  Continuing  Committee 
was  approved  to  act  as  convenor  for 
the  Organization  Committee.  The  new 
convenor  and  the  treasurer  will  discuss 
financial  possibilities  and  will  report  to 
the  next  business  session  of  IMYM. 

1 1 Dates  for  IMYM  1979  were  approved 
as  June  14-17. 

Names  of  the  Watching  Committee 
were  read:  Mary  Campbell,  Anne  White, 
Nadine  and  Jim  Mills. 

Registrar’s  Report:  George  Oliphant 
reported  that  303  Friends  are  in  atten- 
dance at  Ghost  Ranch  this  year:  89 
children  and  214  adults. 

12  Children’s  Program.  Continuing  Com- 
mittee is  asked  to  consider  the  need  for 
paying  for  additional  help  in  the  light 
of  the  numbers  of  children  included  in 
this  Yearly  Meeting.  Volunteer  parents 
and  others  are  needed  as  well. 

Barbara  Sprogell  Jacobson’s  message 
given  at  this  Yearly  Meeting  will  be 
made  available  to  Monthly  Meetings. 

14  The  1979  budget  was  presented.  Total 
expenditures  budgeted  are  $3380  which 
is  realistic  as  meetings  will  contribute 
approximately  $2500  and  registration 
for  Ghost  Ranch  approximately  $1000. 
There  were  459  adults  in  IMYM.  The 
assessment  for  next  year  will  again  be 
$6.00  per  adult  member.  The  1979 
proposed  budget  was  approved. 

15  IMYM  approved  $400  to  be  used  from 
tills  year’s  income  to  assist  with  the 
new  Organization  Committee.  The 
money  will  be  distributed  evenly  to  the 
three  regions  plus  Utah.  Colorado’s 
share  will  be  sent  to  the  Boulder  and 
Mountainview  Monthly  Meetings. 

A young  Friends  work  camp  was 
announced:  following  Yearly  Meeting 
at  Ghost  Ranch  young  Friends  will 
work  on  the  Ranch  with  Brian 
Maclnnes  as  advisor. 

16  IMYM  Representative  to  FCNL.  Dan 
Schaffer  was  approved  as  the  official 
IMYM  representative  to  FCNL.  Tony 
Umile  and  Isable  Carrol  are  the  other 
two  IMYM  representatives  to  FCNL. 


17  Arline  Hobson  read  a statement  from 
Norma  Price,  as  follows:  “For  reasons 
that  Friends  will  understand,  I request 
that  I be  released  from  the  Clerkship 
of  IMYM  at  the  rise  of  the  1978  session 
on  Sunday,  June  1 1.”  The  Arizona  Half 
Yearly  Meeting  noted  the  courage,  ser- 
vice and  love  of  our  clerk,  Norma 
Price,  in  this  year’s  IMYM.  They  recom- 
mended that  IMYM  accept  the  release 
and  further  recommended  that  Frances 
McAllister  take  up  the  duties  of  Clerk 
of  IMYM  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 
These  recommendations  were  approved 
by  IMYM. 

19  Arline  Hobson  presented  the  follow- 
ing minute  which  was  approved:  “We 
Quakers  are  frequently  reminded  to  let 
our  light  shine  . . . Friends  gathered 
here  at  IMYM  could  not  have  exper- 
ienced a purer  light,  a clearer  light,  a 
light  more  revealing  of  the  Spirit  than 
that  which  shone  through  the  lives  and 
the  Yearly  Meeting  services  of  Norma 
and  Thornton  Price.  They  rose  to  the 
demands  of  IMYM  organizational  needs 
with  real  efficiency  despite  the  very 
recent  and  sudden  death  of  their  eldest 
child,  Paula  Jean  Ramsey,  plus  other 
family  health  problems.  Their  capacity 
to  transcend  their  personal  grief  and 
to  impart  love  and  joy  to  others  is  liv- 
ing evidence  of  the  Spirit.  Norma  Price 
excelled  in  her  role  as  Clerk.  Our  love 
and  our  appreciation  go  with  the 
Price  family.” 

URGENT  REQUEST 
From:  Friends  Bulletin  q ditor 
To:  All  Worship  Groups,  Monthly  Meetings, 

Regional  and  Yearly  Meetings  in  the  West 

If  you  are  not  now  mailing  copies  of  your 
monthly  newsletters  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  would 
you  please  add  us  to  your  mailing  list  so  we  may 
share  the  news  of  your  Meeting  more  widely?  Also 
the  editor  needs  all  up-to-date  directories  in  order 
to  mail  complimentary  copies  to  non-subscribers  in 
attempts  to  broaden  the  base  of  communications 
between  North  Pacific,  Intermountain,  and  Pacific 
Yearly  Meetings.  We  would  also  like  to  include 
news  of  Friends  in  Alaska  and  western  Canada. 


PAGE  32  - OCTOBER,  1978 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


CORPORATE  CONSIDERATION  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  SOCIETY 

From  the  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  — 1978 

Ministry  and  Oversight  asked  the  following  queries 
of  us: 

Meeting  for  Worship 

1 . “When  you  come  to  your  meetings  . . . what 
do  you  do?  Do  you  then  gather  together 
bodily  only,  and  kindle  a fire,  compassing 
yourselves  about  with  the  sparks  of  your  own 
kindling,  and  so  please  yourselves,  and  walk 
in  the  ‘Light  of  your  own  fire,  and  in  the 
sparks  which  you  have  kindled?’  ...  Or  rather, 
do  you  sit  down  in  the  True  Silence,  resting 
from  your  own  Will  and  Workings,  and  wait- 
ing upon  the  Lord,  with  your  minds  fixed  in 
that  Light  wherewith  Christ  has  enlightened 
you,  until  the  Lord  breathes  life  into  you, 
refresheth  you,  and  prepares  you,  and  your 
spirit  and  souls,  to  make  you  fit  for  his  ser- 
vice, that  you  may  offer  unto  him  a pure  and 
spiritual  sacrifice?”  (Wm.  Penn) 

2.  Does  the  meeting  for  worship  continue  to 
serve  as  a vehicle  for  spiritual  growth? 

Meeting  for  Business 

1.  Is  repetition  in  our  meetings  for  business 
from  frailty  or  from  God? 

2.  To  what  extent  are  we  limited  by  older  more 
experienced  Friends;  and  to  what  extent  are 
younger,  less  experienced  Friends  taking  their 
place  in  the  meeting? 

3.  Regarding  inward  order: 

—Do  we  speak  briefly  enough? 

—Do  we  really  weigh  the  value  of  what  we 
say,  or  does  it  turn  out  to  be  trivial? 

—Are  we  careful  to  address  ourselves  strictly 
to  the  point? 

Care  of  one  another,  Community 

1 . In  your  meeting,  do  you  feel  part  of  a caring 
community?  Do  your  children  feel  a part  of 
your  meeting? 

2.  Has  a particular  concern  sprung  from  corpor- 
ate worship?  Has  it  resulted  in  corporate 
action? 

Our  responses  (to  these  queries)  varied  from 
silence  after  the  queries  on  worship  to  verbal 
response  after  the  queries  on  business  and  com- 
munity. 

We  expressed  needs  and  desires  common  among 
us:  for  helping  our  children  to  know  themselves  a 


beloved  part  of  our  community;  for  corporate 
social  witness  which  grows  out  of  worship;  for 
business  meetings  which  are,  in  fact  and  practice, 
meetings  for  worship;  for  a way  to  bridge  the  dis- 
tances of  geography  and  time.  We  found  no  com- 
mon solutions,  save,  perhaps,  that  implied  by  the 
following  quote  from  a State  of  the  Meeting  report: 
“In  spite  of  our  imperfect  selves,  meeting  for  wor- 
ship happens  and  we  leave  meeting  refreshed.” 

In  closing,  Eleanor  Foster,  Clerk  of  Ministry  and 
Oversight  Committee,  spoke  to  us  about  a practice 
common  among  early  Friends  — that  of  daily  inward 
retirement.  We  were  queried:  Are  our  meetings 
for  worship  and  business  lightened  by  inward  per- 
sonal retirement  by  our  members? 

Report  from  PYM  Committee  on 
Friends  in  Schools 

Elizabeth  Israel  Jones,  Clerk 

To  confirm  the  relationship  of  Quakers  to  Pacific 

Ackworth  School,  two  positions  of  the  School’s 
Foundation  Board  were  designated  by  the  school 
for  appointments  to  be  made  by  So.  Ca.  Quarterly 
Meeting. 

Of  the  $615  Scholarship  Fund  which  PYM  holds, 
designated  for  use  of  students  wishing  to  attend 
Quaker  schools,  the  Committee  recommends  that 
$200  be  given  to  Pacific  Ackworth  School  and  $400 
to  John  Woolman  School  for  scholarship  aid,  and 
further  recommends  that  PYM  lay  down  its  Scholar- 
ship Fund  with  the  expectation  that  Monthly  and 
Quarterly  Meetings  will  handle  gifts  to  Friends 

schools  and  tuition  assistance  in  the  various  ways 
open  to  them.  The  schools  themselves  have  worked 
out  methods  for  distributing  such  support  in  an  equi- 
table manner,  and  are  not  accustomed  to  turning 
away  qualified  Quaker  students  because  of  finan- 
cial limitations. 

The  Committee  will  assemble  data  on  Friends 
schools  throughout  the  country  which  can  be 
shared  by  PYM  families. 

Public  schools  are  now  within  the  scope  of  this 
committee.  The  concerns  about  the  proliferation 
of  military  training  at  younger  levels,  and  wide- 
spread violence  to  people  and  destruction  of  school 
property  were  discussed.  The  Committee  would 
like  to  see  Friends  helping  to  fill  the  need  for  con- 
flict management  expertise  which  public  schools 
have,  after  the  manner  of  New  York  Yearly  Meet- 
ing’s teacher  training  in  conflict  resolution. 

In  an  interest  group  on  “Activating  Quakerism 
in  the  School  Setting,”  one  of  the  critical  needs 
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expressed  was  for  skills  in  meeting  student  hostil- 
ity creatively. 

The  Committee  urges  Friends  with  influence  in 
public  schools  to  press  for  the  use  of  tested  Quaker 
resources  in  the  area  of  non-violence  training  and 
conflict  resolution  in  order  to  offer  positive  pro- 
grams for  meeting  the  very  real  crises  felt  among 
school  administrators  for  conflict  management. 
Betty  Coles  and  her  AFSC  team  from  the  South- 
west Regional  office  were  mentioned  as  resources. 


Discipline  Committee  Report  from  PYM 

Peggemae  Lacey,  Clerk 

The  groundwork  is  being  laid  for  a new  edition 
of  Faith  and  Practice.  The  Committee  is  exam- 
ining PYM  minutes,  considering  issuing  the  sections 
on  structure  as  a separate  publication,  exploring  the 
ways  we  look  at  our  testimonies,  and  consulting 
with  Nominating  Committee  on  new  officers  and 
functions  within  the  Yearly  Meeting. 


PEACE  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
TO  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

August  7-12,  1978 
Whittier,  California 

The  work  of  the  Yearly  Meeting’s  Peace  Commit- 
tee can  be  summarized  briefly. 

1.  Sent  Minutes  on  Indochina  and  Disarmament, 
approved  at  PYM  1977,  to  appropriate  gov- 
ernment officials  and  to  Monthly  Meetings 
for  their  endorsement. 

2.  Implemented  concern  for  food  aid  to  Indo- 
china by 

a.  launching  a modest  public  education  cam- 
paign, 

b.  sending  a letter  to  Senator  Muriel 
Humphrey, 

c.  sharing  the  concern  with  AFSC  and  FWCC 
(both  endorsed  concern), 

d.  raising  $300  to  send  FWCC  representative 
to  Rome  for  the  meeting  of  the  Council 
on  Food  Aid  of  the  World  Food  Program. 

3.  Called  on  Friends  Meetings  to  sponsor  silent 
vigils  on  May  23  in  support  of  the  UN  Gen- 
eral Assembly’s  Special  Session  on  Disarma- 
ment. 


4.  Submitted  an  article  on  its  work  to  the 
Bulletin  which  was  published  in  the  March 
issue. 

5.  Co-sponsored  with  AFSC  the  Camp  Seely 
World  Affairs  Conference  on  Nonviolence,  in 
June. 

6.  Encouraged  participation  in  New  Call  to 
Peacemaking  conference  in  Fresno. 

7.  Sponsored  two  Interest  Groups  on  Disarma- 
ment, at  PYM  1978. 

8.  Prepared  queries  for  1978  PYM. 

*1*  *1*  *1*  *1* 

m 0^% 

Essentially,  the  Peace  Committee  concentrated 
its  efforts  on  food  aid  for  Indochina  and  disarma- 
ment. We  have  had  some  limited  success,  for  on 
May  31,  President  Carter  quietly  agreed  to  send 
10,000  tons  of  rice  to  Laos,  but  nothing  to  Vietnam 
Perhaps  the  most  dramatic  was  the  Committee’s 
sending  John  McAuliff  to  Rome  as  a representative 
of  the  Friends  World  Committee,  a recognized  NGO 
in  April.  Nine  Friends  and  two  Meetings  contribu- 
ted $400  toward  his  travel. 

In  his  report,  John  McAuliff  noted  that  his  work 
in  Rome  took  three  forms:  (1)  As  an  NGO  he 
spoke  directly  to  the  Council  on  Food  Aid  of  the 
World  Food  Program,  reporting  on  the  Church 
World  Service  wheat  shipment  to  Vietnam;  and  he 
met  privately  with  government  delegates  from  Japan 
the  U.S.,  India,  Finland,  Vietnam  and  several  other 
countries.  (3)  He  also  met  with  the  Executive 
Director  of  the  World  Food  Program  and  with  staff 
members  working  on  aid  to  Vietnam  and  Laos.  In 
its  official  minutes  the  Committee  took  note  of  the 
statement  made  by  the  observer  for  the  Friends 
World  Committee  and  noted  that  during  1977-78 
the  WFP  had  provided  97,000  tons  of  wheat  flour 
to  Vietnam  as  emergency  food  assistance  at  an 
approximate  total  cost  of  $24  million.  The  full 
report  is  available. 

Several  Meetings  responded  to  the  Peace  Commit- 
tee’s call  for  vigils  on  disarmament.  Thus  far  re- 
ports were  received  that  vigils  were  held  in  Marin, 
Berkeley,  San  Francisco,  Palo  Alto,  Pasadena, 
Westwood,  Santa  Cruz,  Santa  Barbara,  and  Eugene. 

From  the  State  of  the  Meeting  reports  there 
appear  to  be  few  Meetings  which  take  corporate 
action  for  peace  and  social  order.  Meetings  appear 
to  be  content  to  give  financial  support  to  various 
causes  and  to  support  individual  members  and 
attenders.  Only  one  Meeting  (Davis)  brought  a con- 
cern to  Yearly  Meeting  — the  conversion  of  the 
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(Peace  Committe  Report:  cont.  from  page  33) 

University  of  California  Nuclear  Laboratories  at 
Livermore  and  Los  Alamos.  We  invite  PYM  to 
re-examine  the  peace  testimony  and  its  place  in 
the  life  of  the  Meeting. 

Robert  S.  Vogel,  Clerk 

PEACE  TESTIMONY  QUERIES 

1 . Do  we  live  today  in  that  life  and  power  that  takes 
away  the  occasion  for  all  war?  What  do  we  mean 
by  “that  life  and  power?”  To  what  does  the 
Peace  Testimony  testify?  Do  we  live  our  lives 

as  a witness  for  peace  in  individual,  family,  busi- 
ness and  group  relations? 

2.  Do  we  know  that  we  are  Divinely  led?  What  is  it 
that  prompts  us  to  action  or  inaction? 

3.  The  feeling  of  urgency  often  prompts  us  to 
social  action;  yet  our  social  outreach  is  at  its 
best  when  flowing  from  Divine  insight.  How 
do  we  learn  to  wait  until  we  are  led  in  outward 
expression  of  our  social  concerns? 

4.  What  relationship  does  the  Peace  Testimony 
. have  to  the  life  of  the  Meeting?  How  is  this 

reflected  in  corporate  expressions  and  actions? 
What  is  the  status  of  the  Peace  and  Social  Order 
. Committee  in  your  Meeting? 

5.  What  are  we  doing  as  individuals  and  Meetings 
to  understand  and  remove  the  causes  of  war  and 
develop  the  conditions  and  institutions  of 
peace? 

NEWS  OF  THE  MEETINGS 

Worship  and  Ministry.  Care  For  One  A nother: 

Santa  Monica  Meeting  has  a Sharing  Circle  which 
begins  at  the  rise  of  Meeting  for  Worship,  and  offers 
an  opportunity  for  those  who  wish  to  participate 
in  Quaker  Dialogue  sharing  of  lives  and  concerns. 

A facilitator  helps  this  process  which  takes  about 
an  hour  and  does  not  meet  on  Business  Meeting 
Sundays.  Davis  Friends  report  a similar  experience 
guided  by  a Caring  Committee,  and  using  two  ques- 
tions each  time:  “What  is  the  central  concern  of 
your  life  these  days?  Where  are  you  putting  most 
of  your  energy?”  The  response  may  be  joyful  or 
troubled.  Eugene  Friends  report  the  formation  of 
a worship  group  in  southwestern  Oregon.  The 


Palo  Alto  Meeting  newsletter  carries  a lively  “Needs 
and  Offerings”  column  for  Friendly  exchanges. 
Fresno  Friends  held  a joint  Meeting  with  Visalia  at 
the  Synanon  facility  near  Badger,  California.  In 
Honolulu , Friends  call  their  workdays  “Labor  of 
Love  Days  at  the  Meetinghouse.”  University 
(Seattle)  and  San  Francisco  have  rotating  art  exhi- 
bitions in  their  Meetinghouses.  Rose  Lewis  arranged 
an  Asian  Arts  and  Crafts  show  for  University  Meet- 
ing, and  early  Quaker  costume  and  paintings  were 
displayed  in  San  Francisco  during  September. 

Orange  Grove  held  three  sessions  on  the  Meeting 
for  Worship.  “We  shared  with  each  other  our  expec- 
tations and  frustrations,  sometimes  using  a recent 
Meeting  for  Worship  as  an  example,  or  as  focus  for 
the  discussion.  We  also  spoke  of  good  Meetings, 
those  that  were  especially  meaningful.”  They  sug- 
gest the  occasional  reading  aloud  of  the  advice  on 
worship  from  PYM’s  Faith  and  Practise,  perhaps 
after  the  first  fifteen  minutes  “introduction”  per- 
iod to  help  remind  Friends  and  inform  visitors.  The 
three  sessions  concluded  with  the  question,  “If  it 
is  true  that  ‘by  our  fruits  we  are  known,’  what  kind 
of ‘fruits’  come  from  Orange  Grove’s  Meetings  for 
Worship?” 

Peace  and  Social  Concerns: 

University  Meeting  provided  sleeping  space  for 
eighty  out-of-town  people  protesting  the  Trident 
nuclear  submarine.  Meetinghouse  space  was  given 
rent-free  for  months  preceeding  the  non-violent 
action,  and  appreciative  notes  appeared  on  the  bul- 
letin board.  One  visitor  “who  slept  outdoors  on 
that  full  moonlit  night  spoke  of  her  delight  in  wak- 
ing up  to  see  the  little  stone  faces  (carved  by  Rich 
Beyer)  nearby  in  the  grass.”  Friends  in  Seattle  are 
also  forming  a readers’  group  to  discuss  classic  books 
about  Africa.  Honolulu  Friends  are  concerned 
about  foreign  government  spying  at  our  universi- 
ties and  letters  about  this  problem  have  been  sent 
to  the  U.S.  Secretary  of  State,  the  Philadelphia 
AFSC  office,  and  the  Committee  to  Protect  For- 
eign Students  in  Hawaii.  Six  Vietnamese  came  to 
Hawaii  on  the  first  official  visit  since  the  war.  The 
U.S.  government  invited  them  to  visit  the  Identifi- 
cation Faboratory  to  learn  how  to  identify  MIA’s 
from  bones  found  in  field  and  jungle.  The  Meeting 
welcomed  them  with  a potluck,  and  Vu  Hoang, 
head  of  the  Mission,  spoke  warmly  of  the  gentle- 
ness and  “family  atmosphere”  of  the  evening,  the 
welcome  received,  and  of  AFSC  projects  in  his 
country.  Redwood  Forest  sponsored  a letter-writ- 
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ing  table  on  food  for  Vietnam,  and  at  least  two  peo- 
ple received  personal  replies  from  Muriel  Humphrey. 
Palo  Alto  Friends  held  a Mid-East  Peace  Celebration 
at  the  Meetinghouse  in  August,  featuring  potluck, 
music,  dancing,  and  informative  presentations 
about  the  Mideast. 

Education  and  Good  Order: 

La  Jolla  Friends  conclude  their  announcement 
of  plans  for  First  Day  School:  “Friends  who  have 
shared  their  time  and  talents  with  our  children  have 
found  it  to  be  a very  rewarding  experience.  Educa- 
tion Committee  asks  each  Friend  to  think  on  what 
God  requires  of  thee.  Has  thee  had  enough  kid 
kisses  lately ?"  Their  newsletter  carries  a statement 
of  concern  about  the  transition  from  junior  to 
adult  membership.  Changes  are  suggested  which 
would  “make  becoming  an  adult  member  a simple 
and  expected  outcome  of  growing  up  in  our  Meet- 
ings ...  a progression  which  would  strengthen  the 
ties  to  our  children,  support  them  throughout  adol- 
escence. We  ask  Friends  to  reconsider  our  present 
policy  which  increases  pressures  on  18  to  20  year 
olds  who,  in  many  instances,  are  already  under  tre- 
mendous pressures  from  the  many  changes  in  their 
lives.  . . We  may  do  these  young  people  a great  dis- 
service in  actually  helping  them  choose  to  separate 
themselves  from  an  important  element  in  their  iden- 
tification of  themselves.  Their  need  is  to  move 
into  their  new  experiences  with  a sense  of  selfhood 
which  is  strengthened  by  their  recognition  of  them- 
selves as  Friends.”  Albuquerque  Meeting  has  been 
studying  the  Queries  of  London  Yearly  Meeting 
and  a companion  pamphlet  from  Friends  Home  Ser- 
vice Committee,  The  Uncomfortable  Queries.  San 
Francisco's  adult  Religious  Education  Committee 
plans  a study  of  the  Gospels,  using  William  Barclay’s 
commentary,  Matthew.  The  second  quarter  will 
have  as  focus  “Mysticism,  Prayer  and  the  Interior 
Life”  and  in  the  third  quarter  the  writings  of  three 
contemporary  Friends  will  be  studied  as  interpre- 
tations of  the  Quaker  message.  The  Friends  Center 
Committee  of  University  Meeting  is  developing  a 
symposium  to  deal  with  “The  Challenge  of  Con- 
census: How  to  Develop  Methods  of  Acting  as  a 
Group  When  Individual  Value  Commitments  Differ.” 
Redwood  Forest's  Newsletter  notes  for  all  con- 
cerned: “On  Being  Late  To  Meeting  For  Worship: 

On  September  3 there  were  18  people  at  Meeting 
when  the  hour  began,  34  when  it  closed.  In  case 
you  wondered.”  Several  Newsletters  carry  enthu- 
siastic reports  from  Yearly  Meeting,  and  one  from 
Strawberry  Creek  Preparative  Meeting  shares  the 
lively  personal  responses  of  half  a dozen  Friends. 


LETTER 

San  Luis  Obispo  Jail 
September  12,  1978 

Dear  Friends  everywhere, 

We  send  you  greetings  from  jail.  Right  action 
brings  detention  and  sentencing.  Rise,  eat,  sit, 
watch  TV,  read  old  books,  noise  on  noise,  smoked 
on,  write,  wait  on  mail,  out  in  sun  for  handball, 
visit  doctor,  shower,  school  for  some,  dirty  clothes, 
keys  jangle,  talk,  “church,”  slam,  meditate,  mail, 
visitors!  All  this  makes  the  routine  of  an  8 man 
cell/dayroom:  three  cells  to  each  of  half  a dozen 
aisles  (decks),  good  solid  bars,  and  electrically  con- 
trolled sliding  doors. 

Four  charges  are  laid  on  us:  trespass,  intent  to 
trespass,  failure  to  disperse,  contempt  of  court  — 
all  misdemeanors.  Imagine  a sentence  of  1 5 days 
in  jail,  $500,  and  2 years  probation  for  a no  con- 
test plea  to  trespass.  Suddenly,  conscientious 
refusal  to  sign  probation  papers  escalates  the  pen- 
alty from  15  days  to  6 months.  Numbing  shock 
in  the  courtroom!  Nuclear  power  at  Diablo  Can- 
yon is  that  important. 

The  weight  of  the  legal  system  comes  down  to 
forestall  others  acting  in  a similar  way;  there  are 
475  more  cases  to  be  heard  in  a jurisdiction  with 
limited  resources.  Refusal  to  accept  probation 
strikes  at  the  heart  of  the  legal  system,  based  on 
fear.  This  was  not  the  reason  for  refusal,  however. 
Probation,  even  this  mild  form,  is  intended  to  limit 
freedom  of  action;  we  were  to  agree  to  “be  of 
good  behavior  and  obey  all  laws,  City,  County, 
State,  and  Federal.”  Conscience  may  not  be 
bound  to  dormancy  for  a stipulated  period. 

We  tend  to  forget  lessons  learned  before,  flowing 
along  through  life.  Everything  seems  normal  in  our 
busyness.  The  usual  is  predicated  on  the  violence 
of  an  acquisitive  society. 

The  legal/legislative  foundation  stones  of  the  pro- 
perty system  are  glued  together  with  the  cement  of 
jail/prison.  This  undergrids  all  of  our  lives’  goods, 
though  our  routine  misted-over  eyes  miss  the  clar- 
ity of  that  reality.  Our  hearts  reject  the  possibili- 
ties of  such  responsibility. 

Because  we  live  orderly  lives  in  a legal  sense,  we 
assume  it  is  others,  not  we,  who  are  beneficiaries  of 
this  violent,  fear-based  institution,  the  law. 

Though  a week  or  two  gives  some  sense  of  the  sit- 
uation, the  visceral  feel  of  incarceration  only  comes 
with  prolongation,  more  than  30  days.  So  is  created 
the  space  to  lose  a job,  go  in  debt,  wipe  out  a mar- 
riage, traumatize  children,  upset  parents-relatives- 

( continued  on  page 
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(Letter:  Cont.  from  page  35) 

friends,  and  generally  be  viewed  as  a social  misfit. 

By  now  it  should  surprise  no  one  that  fellow  lod- 
gers are  more  brown  or  black  than  white  as  they 
start  at  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  of  life.  Nor  can 
be  ignored  the  commonality  of  the  caged  for  alco- 
hol, automobile,  burglary,  “chicks,”  and  dope  (soft 
or  hard);  all  of  those  are  interrelated  and  inter- 
locked involving  crimes  of  property  not  person. 
Alcohol  and  auto  combine  to  make  drunk  driving, 
joy  riding,  grand  theft  auto.  Burglary  is  part  of  the 
consumptive  society  compulsion  as  well  as  a basic 
component  for  feeding  addictions:  alcohol  -- 
“chicks”  — dope.  The  incomprehensible  folly  of  it 
all  is  that  release  will  repeat  the  cycle.  The  first 
order  of  freedom  is  the  need  to  compensate  for  the 
deprivations  of  time  spent,  have  a good  time  doped/ 
drunk.  Thus  begins  the  path  which  often  ends  in 
the  joints  (prison)  unless  age  tempers  the  impulses. 

How  say  we  of  the  church  or  concerned  citizenry? 
Are  our  lives  in  the  spirit  or  in  commitment  to  pro- 
tection of  property?  Is  preaching  in  jail  an  answer; 
could  you  minister  or  witness  in  custody  based  on 
life  as  lived  presently? 

Questions  about  the  interrelationships  of  con- 
sumption, the  legal  system,  and  jail  are  not  subject 
to  easy  answers.  Nor  is  our  relation  to  them.  The 
individual  test  seems  to  be  whether  living  reflects 
pro  forma  concern  or  whether  it  entails  risk  in  an 
on-going  way. 

How  best  to  seek  the  center?  How  can  we  con- 
nect the  visual  eye  to  the  pumping  heart’s  blood 
into  openness  to  the  inner  light  of  faith,  endurance, 
patience,  and  joy  — a life  long  process?  What  mat- 
ters is  that  we  act  with  disciplined  conscience 
whether  Friend,  churched,  or  concerned  person. 

The  poignancy  of  separation  from  my  wife’s 
hoped  for  homebirth  of  a first  child  is  one  of  the 
unplanned  for  consequences  of  belief.  It  is  endur- 
able but  not  enjoyable.  It  is  a necessary  step  in 
the  struggle  to  protect  life. 

Sam  R.  Tyson 

Delta  Friends  Meeting 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Meetings  who  wish  to  place  vital  statistics  announce- 
ments regarding  their  members’  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  are  requested  to  send  this  information  to 
the  Bulletin ’s  Associate  Editor,  Jeanne  Lohmann, 
722  Tenth  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  94118. 
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MEMORIAL 

JOSEPHINE  DUVENECK  1891  - 1978 

We  have  come  together  to  celebrate  a great  men- 
der of  broken  lives  in  a broken  world.  I believe  our 
silent  Meetings  for  Worship  were  central  to 
Josephine  Duveneck’s  life.  Certainly  Jesephine  was 
central  to  the  life  of  Palo  Alto  Friends  Meeting  for 
a long  generation.  She  joined  the  Meeting  in  1937 
and  for  a total  of  nine  years  served  as  Clerk.  She 
was  largely  responsible  for  our  meeting  house  loca- 
tion in  one  of  the  few  interracial  neighborhoods  of 
Palo  Alto.  Her  contributions  to  Friends’  concerns 
were  manifold  and  manifest:  work  with  Japanese- 
Americans  interned  during  World  War  II  and  with 
Native  Americas  which  led  to  the  Indian  Program 
at  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee  and 
the  founding  of  Intertribal  Friendship  House  in 
Oakland.  Our  annual  Harvest  Festival,  a benefit 
for  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation,  has  always 
been  held  at  Hidden  Villa  Ranch  where  the 
Duvenecks  also  created  summer  camps  for  children 
of  all  races.  Until  recently,  Josephine  taught  child- 
ren in  our  First  Day  School  and  gave  an  annual 
Christmas  Party  for  them.  Her  ministry  in  our 
Meetings  for  Worship  was  a combination  of  Light 
and  learning,  a manifestation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
her  own  canny  practicality.  Finally,  all  of  us  have 
memories  of  her  private  words  of  comfort  or 
reproof,  of  individual  acts  of  kindness  and  of  exam- 
ples of  her  wry  wit.  She  has  enlarged  our  vision  of 
the  potentialities  of  our  common  humanity  and  of 
the  work  God  calls  us  to  in  our  time. 


